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Cape Coral Tops
Forbes List as

Fastest Growing
in the U.S. 

The Cape Coral-Fort Myers
metropolitan area has earned
the No. 1 spot on Forbes' 2017
list of America's fasting-growing
cities.

The metro area's population of
702,000 grew 3.39% last year,
more than any other major
metro area in the country.  This
year, Moody's Analytics (the
data provider for this list)
expects the population of the
Cape Coral-Fort Myers area to
expand even faster, at 3.61%.  

Moody's also projects that it will
have the highest rates of
employment growth (3.83%)
and output growth (6.82%) in
2017 due to growing hospitality
and housing markets.  

Learn more.

Wicked Dolphin to
Host 1950's Party

for Animal Shelter

Economic Development
News

Message From Your EDO Manager
Let's Be Sure to Support our Neighbors

As we get into the
throes of season, it's
interesting to listen to
some of our "snowbird"
friends as they discover
all of the new venues in
Cape Coral.  As
someone who lives here
year-round, I have
witnessed the growth
and new additions to our
community.  But it's
through the eyes of
those who go back up
north that you really understand the impact of what we're
experiencing here in Cape Coral.
 
We continue to see new developments and businesses all
the time and the new home building continues to thrive. 
We're not at the pre-downturn levels, but that's a good
thing.  We will continue to welcome new businesses and
work to recruit higher-paying jobs in support of our
residents and our community.  The investment
environment is very good and we are supporting that.
 
Please try to take the time and get out and visit our new
businesses and restaurants.  Many of these people have
come here from somewhere else, just like many of us. 
We want to make sure that we welcome them, applaud
their investment in our community, and support our local
businesses to ensure that they thrive and expand.  Let's
do our part to "Keep it in the Cape!"

Sincerely,
 

Dana Brunett
 
City of Cape Coral
Economic Development Manager
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Saturday, March 11
7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Wicked Dolphin Distillery

131 SW 3rd Place
Cape Coral
 
This year's annual event
focuses on the 1950s and asks
everyone to dress in era attire
or as your favorite icon. Think
sock hops, drive-ins, hula-
hoops, poodle skirts, hot rods,
music and more. 
 
Each $75 ticket will help to
support the creation of a no-kill
animal shelter in Cape Coral. 

Click here for details.

Learn more
about the Cape Coral Animal
Shelter.

Harbour View
Gallery to Hold

Special Reception

Harbour View Gallery 10th
Anniversary Reception
Thursday, March 23
6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
5789 Cape Harbour Drive, Suite
104
Cape Coral, FL  33914

Entertainment will be provided
by Kat Epple, internationally
renowned flutist and Grammy
Award-winning composer.
Gallery jewelry designers and

Housing Permits Back on the Rise

The Business Observer recently took a look at housing
permit numbers over 20 years.  It's good to see the
numbers on the rise again!

Source:  Business Observer

Cape Coral Grows Ecotourism Marketing
Efforts

Above ad photos by talented city employee John McConnell.
  

As the EDO Office promotes Cape Coral for both a place to

do business, live and visit, we have tried to make a

stronger effort at promoting Cape Coral as a location for

ecotourism.  We want to show people that they can come

here and find exotic wildlife, as well as endangered

species.  We're blessed with the largest population of

burrowing owls; we have bald eagles, gopher tortoises,

manatees and many other interesting species of animals

that call Cape Coral home.
 
Our saltwater canals are often teeming with dolphins
frolicking in the waters.  Our skies are filled with a wide
variety of birds as well.  With that in mind, we're trying to
appeal to active people who enjoy kayaking, biking and
walking while experiencing nature, birdwatchers, nature
photographers, and those looking to experience something
different.  We boast of our parks and natural settings to
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Myriam Schlewer launched her
crêperie truck business in

October.

owners Beverly Fox and
Heather Rivera created two
commemorative jewelry pieces
to be given away that evening. 
No purchase is necessary and
you do not need to be present
to win.  Just stop by the gallery
to register.

MicroEnterprise
Program Update

 
Since the Goodwill
MicroEnterprise program began
offering classes in the Cape in
2011, 138 potential business
owners have graduated.  Of
those, Goodwill can track 60
businesses that were started
and sustaining.
 
The types of businesses range
from custom soaps and yoga
studios to restaurants and
franchise operations.  Most are
home-based, but a number are
place-based.
 
Program Manager Dorothy
Browning points out that the
program helps some business
hopefuls to realize that their
business idea may not be as
practical as they originally
thought.  "It gives people six
weeks to think about it.  Our real
secret sauce is having business
coaches and also peers to
support you."
 
How do you know if you are a
good candidate to attend the
classes?
 
According to Browning, you
must be willing to commit 36
hours of classroom time with at
least three hours of homework
for every class. You need to be
serious and committed and you
need to have a specific
business idea.  Other
candidates might be in business
and struggling or doing
business part-time and

view these wonderfully wild neighbors of ours.
 
We will continue to build on this effort as well as try to
expand upon the sites where we can gain access to our
native wildlife in their natural habitats, while not disturbing
their lifestyle.  Share with your friends and family that we
have a great community to visit if they have an interest in
nature and wildlife and while they're at it, our nightlife isn't
bad, either!

MicroEnterprise Grad Takes Her Talents
on the Road

When Myriam
Schlewer visited Cape
Coral eight years ago,
she immediately knew
that she wanted to
have a home here.
Myriam also knew that
she wanted to open
her own business. 
Today, both of those
dreams have come
true as a result of
good planning and
hard work.
 

A French native, Myriam noticed that Cape Coral had no
crêperies- restaurants that specialize in serving the
delectable, ultra-thin, filled pancakes.  So she returned to
France nearly two years ago to take specialized training on

crêpe-making as it was done in the 16th century. 
 
"I wanted to use the traditional buckwheat flour technique to
make crêpes," says Myriam. "These crêpe are delicious
because they use only the freshest ingredients."
 
Upon returning to Cape Coral, Myriam took part in
Goodwill's six-week MicroEnterprise Program to help her
develop a solid business plan. She decided to make her
initial business, Ma Petite Crêperie, a food truck with
farmer's markets and special events as her first customer
base. 
 
Then she ran into a problem. Her visa was expiring and she
needed to return to France to obtain a special business
visa. While in France, her plans for a required commissary
to store provisions and equipment fell through. 
MicroEnterprise Program Manager Dorothy Browning
reached out to another Cape Coral MicroEnterprise
graduate for help.
 
"Without the commissary, Myriam's business visa would not
be approved," says Browning. "I was happy to be able to
connect Myriam with the owner of Zirilli's Chilly Treats to
solve the problem."
 
In October, Ma Petite Crêperie had its official grand opening
at the Cape Coral Farmer's Market and her crêpes were a
big hit.  A sampling of the menu includes sweet and savory



interested in taking it full-time.
 
The next Cape Coral class
series begins in April. 
Applications are taken
continually.  The cost is $80
with class size capped at 20
people.

Learn more.

New Cape Coral
Businesses   

  
133 new businesses registered

for Cape Coral Tax Receipts

(Business Licenses)

in January 2017.

 

Click here to view new Cape

business reports.

Upcoming Learning
Opportunities

Cape Coral EDO 
4th Wednesday BizChat
Wednesday, February 22
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Nicholas Annex
815 Nicholas Parkway
Cape Coral, FL  33990

Hosted by the Cape Coral EDO
in partnership with FGCU's
Small Business Development

fillings from ham, Swiss cheese and a creamy mushroom
sauce to sliced, sautéed apples with sugar and cinnamon
topped with homemade salted-butter caramel sauce.
 

Myriam is a regular at the city's 4th Wednesday BizChat
and she soon hopes to add catering for larger company
luncheons to her clientele.   We wish Ma Petite Crêperie
great success.
 
Find Ma Petite Crêperie
on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/MaPetiteCreperiefl/
Call:  239.319.9865
Email:  schlewer1417@comcast.net

Theory of Highest and Best Use
By Russ Winstead, CBA, CFM, CGBP FGCU Small Business Development
Center, Cape Coral Consultant
239.573.2737

The other day, I was
speaking with a friend of
mine who owns a
successful business in the
Cape and is executing a
high volume of contracts.
My estimate is that he
produces around $10
million a year in total
revenue.
 
As we discussed his recent activities and plans, he shared
with me some of the things he was working on and had
coming up. One of his current demands has been basic
labor-type work. He also shared finer plans for very
detailed work, along with contracts that required his
attention. He also shared that he was working 12 to 16
hours a day, seven days a week, and he was getting a bit
tired.
 
I would be the first to agree that sometimes you "need to
do what you need to do" to get the job done, and it may
require basic labor at times. However, it pays to think things
out.
 
I went on to ask him if he would pay someone $800 an
hour to do what he was doing? He said, "Are you crazy? 
This is a $10-an-hour job!" So I then asked him why he
was using an $800-an-hour guy to do $10-an-hour work?
He looked at me a little funny.
 
We went on to discuss the theory of highest and best use.
We all have a limited amount of time.  With this in mind, we
need to consider what jobs we take on and what jobs we
delegate. He had contracts to review and other executive
tasks that needed to be completed. He went on to say that
these contracts would bring in hundreds of thousands of
dollars to his business and that his clients were waiting.
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Center with participation from
the Cape Chamber and a host
of community partners.

This meeting offers existing and
prospective business owners an
opportunity to test their
company elevator speech and
learn how to fine-tune the
message.  Enjoy a free light
lunch and hear a short
educational message from a
small business expert.

SCORE Workshop
How to Create & Optimize a
Facebook Page for Business
Tuesday February 28
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Keiser University
9100 Forum Corporate Parkway
Fort Myers, FL 33905
 
The hands-on SCORE
Workshop will teach the
difference between a personal
profile and a business page,
how to create a business page,
and ways to maximize
engagement.
Register

Ca pe Coral Chamber Food
for Thought Seminar
Thursday, March 2
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Cape Coral Technical College
360 Santa Barbara Blvd. N
Cape Coral, FL 33993
Cost is $15 for members; $20
for non-members and includes
lunch.
 
This month's topic will be
'Why/How to Use LinkedIn."
Register

Cape Coral Business
Alliance
Tuesday, March 7
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Big Blue Brewing
4721 SE 10 Place
Cape Coral, FL  33904
Cost is $25 and includes lunch.
 
The topic will be announced
soon.  To register, visit:
capebusinessalliance.com

The theory of highest and best use is that one should invest
their time in the most efficient way possible. That means
doing what only you can do-the highest level and/or most
critical type of work that needs to be done. Delegate lesser
tasks to someone else who can do them.
 
In the end, as business owners or managers, I believe we
should each consider how we structure our activities and
invest our time. If handled in the right way, we can save
and make a lot more money.  If nothing else, we may be
able to work a little less while accomplishing more!

Think. Plan. Do.

Business Profile:  Harbour View Gallery
Celebrates 10 Years, 300 Artists

Harbour View Gallery, the only artists-owned cooperative
gallery in Cape Coral, celebrates 10 remarkable years of
success and growth.  Founded by seven entrepreneurial
artists, the gallery opened at the Marina at Cape Harbour in
the fall of 2007.  It has since been host to over 300 area
artists, serving Southwest Florida with diverse, quality art
created by local talent.

It offers original fine art for home decor and locally
handcrafted gifts in a variety of mediums:  paintings, glass
art, photography, fine jewelry, sand and paper castings,
fabric and metal art, wood carvings and pottery, all
available in a wide range of prices.

Harbour View Gallery hosts a popular monthly featured-
artists program. A public reception for the two artists
featured for the month is held from 6 - 8 p.m. on the first
Tuesday of that month.

Twenty-five local artists also display and sell their art at the
gallery on a regular basis.  "Our group of extended and
featured artists, along with our seven gallery managing
partners, offer some of the finest, most unique art pieces
found anywhere," boasts Mickie Timmons, who manages
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Resources
 

Cape Coral Chamber

 
CareerSource Southwest

Florida

 
Cape Community 

Foundation

 
CCCIA

City of Cape Coral 

Cape Coral Business
Alliance

Goodwill MicroEnterprise
Prog.

 Lee County EDO
 

SW Florida Economic
Development Alliance

SBDC
 

 

  
 

  
Like Cape Coral 

Economic Development on
Facebook and follow us on

Twitter for the latest Economic
Development News.

     

 

 
 

the Extended Artists Program.

A full-service, onsite frame shop was introduced in 2013
when the gallery expanded and doubled in size.  Local
artists receive special framing discounts.

During season, "Sip and Paint" participants experience fun-
filled creative evenings. They paint on canvases, glasses,
trivets, and ornaments while savoring premium wines from
the Waterside Wine Club.

Among the gallery's many achievements is "Paint the
Cape," the first-ever Cape Coral plein air (outdoor painting)
competition and exhibit.  In 2010 and 2011, the event
raised money to support the Cape Coral Community
Foundation.

"What makes the Harbour View Gallery special and
thriving?" asks Founder and President Shirley Hales. "A
winning combination of dedicated, talented artists, superb
location, friendly atmosphere, reputation for excellence and
professionalism, and diverse, unique, quality artwork."

Visit the gallery at 5789 Cape Harbour Drive, Suite 104,
Cape Coral, FL 33914 and harbourviewgallery.com.
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